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States mtelligence officials said today
that the British Government had not
provided American officials with any
details about an espionage case invoiv-
ing top secret communications_intelli-
gence.

“We simply don’t know what's going
on,” one high-level intelligence officer
Hpped abot It al, perbaps not 1 jeop-

about it ps not to jeop-
ardize prosecution.”

Reagan Admlmscratmn otﬁaals said
that all they had heard from the British
so far was that they had arrested a man
named Geoffrey Arthur Prime, a taxi
dnver. who apparently had ‘'worked in

Government Cnmmtmiunom
Headqua.ners in Cheltenham.

The headquarters is‘the huh of the
British intelligence 'communications
network and is Tesponsible for sending
intemgence coinmunications and moni-

tnecsafs and communications
to and from éoumtries. It per- o
forms functions simﬂnr to those of the
?ahonal Security Agencyln the United

tates, -

- Mr. Prime was aruigned Iast Thms-
day on an espionage charge described
by the British prosecutor as *‘of the

gravest possible nature.”
Administration e officials
said that so far as they know, Mr.

Prime was employed by the British
communications agency until 1975. The
formal charges against Mr. Prime,
however, cite conduct by him. "pr:;nm
-cial to the safety and interests' of the

state” that “might be, or was thitended |.

to be, directly or indirectly useful to the
enemy,” from Jan. 1, 1968 to Dec. 31,
1981.
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British Called Tight-Lipped
On Details of Esplonage Case

b

B - United Press Intarnatianal
Gcottreyanhur?ﬂmetncutody 1
- nearlmdonmsplomgecharzu.

p

dudedbvmthisthatotheraﬁtishinwl-
ligence .workers were probabdly in-
volved in the suspected espionage.

Mrs. Thatcher to Make Statement
Special to The New York Tines

<. LONDON, July 19 — Prime Minister

Thatcher plans to make a)
statement in the House of Commons on|
Tuesday in response to reports that a
major new spy scandal is about to be
disclosed,

-- Since Friday, fears have been grow-
ing among members of Parliament that
secu.rity at the Government’s communi-
cations headquarters at Cheltenham;

- The Administrauon officials - con-
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" has been seriously breached.



